San Francisco Chronicle 


SFCHRONICLE.COM | Monday, November 13, 2017 | PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER | $1.50 Akke 


A's stadium plan would mean downtown-style travel modes 


Noah Berger / Special to The Chronicle 


The proposed Oakland A’s stadium site is near Interstate 880, but getting there would involve city streets 
rather than vast swaths of parking lot. Team and city officials foresee fans mostly taking transit to games. 
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By Michael Cabanatuan 


“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” could take on a 
different tone for Oakland A’s fans if the team, as 
planned, builds a new ballpark near downtown. 

Along with a cozy, modern stadium, fans 
would be able to expect a new experience getting 
to and from games as well. They’ll still be able to 
take transit and drive to games, just as they do at 
the A’s current home, the Oakland Coliseum. 

But that’s where the similarities end. 

The A’s envision a new 35,000-seat ballpark 
on a 13-acre site between Laney College and 
Interstate 880 near Lake Merritt, several con- 
gested blocks from the nearest freeway on- and 
off-ramps, but close to BART, bars, restaurants 
and other amenities of downtown Oakland. 

Team and city officials foresee fans mostly 
taking transit to games and making the experi- 
ence more of a field trip — with dinner, drinks 
and entertainment before and after. Fewer peo- 
ple would be climbing into cars and rolling down 

Oakland continues on A9 


STEINLE MURDER TRIAL 


Motive 
elusive 
as jurors 
sift facts 


Decision difficult without 
eyewitnesses, clear video 


By Vivian Ho 


As the trial in the San Francisco killing of 
Kate Steinle draws to a close, jurors must sift 
between dueling evidence and experts to settle 
whether the waterfront shooting that ignited a 
national debate over immigration enforcement 
was an intentional act by a violent gunman or a 
freak accident that befell a hapless homeless 
man. 

Prosecutors pressing for a second-degree 
murder conviction sought to prove that the 
stolen gun that killed Steinle couldn’t have fired 
without a firm pull of the trigger, while estab- 
lishing that the defendant, Jose Ines Garcia 
Zarate, tossed the weapon into the bay before 
fleeing the scene. 

The defense, pushing for an acquittal, seized 
upon the fact that the single bullet bounced 
before it struck Steinle, suggesting that a pur- 
poseful shot was improbable. While a lesser 
charge of manslaughter is an option, Garcia 
Zarate’s attorneys maintain his innocence. 

But with the main testimony done and clos- 
ing arguments scheduled for Nov. 20 — though 
attorneys may still call rebuttal witnesses — 
jurors were left with little insight into an issue 

Steinle continues on A12 


Vicki Behringer / Special to The Chronicle 


Defense attorney Matt Gonzalez gives opening 
statements last month in the murder trial of 
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate (second from left). 


Fires expose 
uninsured pot 
growers’ risks 


By David Downs 


The devastating California wildfires of 2017 
have exposed a major risk for the newly legal 
cannabis industry: the lack of insurance, un- 
derinsurance and invalid insurance policies 
among growers and other operators. 

On Nov. 2, the California Department of In- 
surance announced it had approved the canna- 
bis industry’s first commercial insurance carri- 
er in California, Golden Bear Insurance of 
Stockton. Until now, the state’s multibillion- 
dollar medical cannabis industry could only 
buy insurance from about two dozen so-called 
surplus lines, which are not as tightly regulated 
under California law as “commercial carriers.” 

The majority of cannabis farmers do not have 
fire or crop insurance as cannabis remains a 
federally illegal drug. Marijuana businesses 
have much less access to banks, insurance and 
the finance system as a whole, and state-level 

Marijuana continues on A8 


Associated Press 1936 


Jesse Owens won four golds at the 1936 Olympics, dealing a 
blow to Adolf Hitler’s hope for an “Aryan”-dominated games. 


Politics, race always on field 


Social issues’ historic link 
now infuses every sport 


By Henry Schulman 


San Francisco native Nam Le is a die-hard 
Bay Area sports fan. He teaches school in Los 
Angeles but displays Giants, Warriors and Cal 
flags in his classroom. Students and teacher rib 
each other a lot. 

Like legions of Giants fans who hate the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, Le rooted for the Houston 
Astros to beat them in the World Series. But he 
changed his mind, swallowed hard and began 
cheering for the Dodgers after Yuri Gurriel, a 
Cuban-born Astro, hit a home run against Japa- 
nese pitcher Yu Darvish then was caught on 
camera pulling the corners of his eyes with his 
fingers in a racist gesture. 

“I couldn’t really be OK with them winning 
any longer,” Le said of the Astros. 

With Gurriel’s gesture, yet another major 
sporting event in the United States came to be 
viewed through a prism of race, politics or both. 

More than a year after then-49ers quarter- 
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